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Appendix D

Comments on City of Buffalo Main Street Multi-Modal Access and Revitalization Project*

Environmental Assessment
Comments From: Source Recommended

Alternative
Main Points ERM Response

Comments from Organizations

Citizens Regional Transit
Corp.
(55 members)

letter Enhance Ped Mall Believes expansion of LRRT will increase
number of pedestrians downtown

Expanding LRRT may result in more workers using
LR, but would directly affect the number of
pedestrians downtown

Buffalo Niagara Partnership
(3,500 members)

letter Shared Trackbed Returning traffic will improve visibility and
accessibility/create a critical mass of people

No response necessary

New Millennium Group of
Western New York
(500 members)

email Shared Trackbed Provides their Long Term Vision for Main
Street, supports LRRT, and opening all
streets to two way traffic

No response necessary

Theater District Association
(65 members)

letter Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Buffalo Place
(240 property owners)

letter Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Comments from Elected Officials

State Assemblyman Richard
Smith

letter No action Recommends improving rear facades on
Washington and Pearl Streets

Agree this would be valuable, but would not revitalize
Main Street

State Assemblyman Sam
Hoyt

letter Outside Trackbed,
Selected Blocks or
Shared Trackbed

Supports returning traffic to Main Street,
concerned about cost

No response necessary



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

Comments from Individuals

Nathan C. Neuman
U. of Buffalo student

Letter,
public
hearing,
website

Selected Blocks Allow traffic only on blocks w/o transit
stations

This would only allow traffic on 3 interrupted blocks

Lynda Stephens
City resident

faxed
memo

No Action Believes benefits of returning traffic to Main
Street are overstated.

Provides little data to support her position

Andrew R. Graham
downtown resident

Letter and
public
hearing

Shared Trackbed Would like to add diagonal parking Tech Committee determined it was unsafe

Marydel Bochnowich comment
sheet

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Would prefer no on-street parking Tech Committee believes that on-street parking is
important component of plan

Deborah C. Sawyer comment
sheet

No-action Believes buildings along Main Street are too
large to revive retail.

Agree in part, but her position basically leaves the
alternatives of demolishing buildings or leaving them
vacant

William J. Magavern, II comment
sheet

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Supports return of traffic along entire length
of Main Street

No response necessary

Matt Balling comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed This alternative works well in Toronto No response necessary

Charles L. Gurney comment
sheet

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Supports change No response necessary

Harold L. Cohen
Dean Emeritus SUNY –
Buffalo and downtown
resident

comment
sheet and
letter

None indicated Thinks that converting other streets to two-
way traffic has solved some of the problems
Recommends additional study on sidewalk
vaults, emergency access, and new traffic
study

Vaults and emergency access have been studied.
Traffic study took into consideration recent
conversion of streets to two-way



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

John Szlzepaniec comment
sheet and
public
hearing

Shared Trackbed
with closures

Recommends closing portions of Main Street
10-4 April-Sept. for pedestrians

Possible, but probably difficult to implement and
enforce

Bill Martin e-mail No action Recommends extending LRRT No response necessary

Joe Lippa
Franklin St. business owner

comment
sheet

No-action Recommends opening all cross streets to
two-way traffic

Will not provide sufficient access or visibility to
business to revitalize downtown

Gladys Gifford,
CRTC member

Letter and
public
hearing

Enhance Ped Mall Add bike lanes outside trackbed to this
alternative

Continuous bike lanes outside trackbed would require
relocation of existing transit stations.

Yuri Hreshchyshyn comment
sheet

Outside Trackbed Recommends constructing an enclosed ped
walkway above the LRRT trackbed

Creative solution but would add considerably to
project cost

John Centurione fax Shared Trackbed Makes most sense No response necessary

Sheri and Greg Rehwoldt
downtown residents

letter Enhance Ped Mall
or No-action

Traffic will result in more accidents, trash,
noise, and crime

Should be no more than a typical street

Father Art Smith
St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Letter and
public
hearing

Outside Trackbed,
Selected Blocks or
Shared Trackbed

Recommends incremental improvements to
see if they work first

Recommend project be phased – would achieve same
purpose as incremental improvements

Darran Simpson post card Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Likes Toronto – will attract businesses to
located on Main Street

No response necessary

Mr. Zakrzewski,
CRTC member

Public
hearing

Enhance Ped Mall Ped mall not cause of problems on Main
Street

We believe ped mall did contribute to problems

Chris ?
LRRT system user

Public
hearing

Enhance Ped Mall
or No Action

Need to spend money to maintain and
enhance LRRT system

No response required

Stuart ?,
property landlord

Public
Hearing

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Downtown is dead and needs to be
revitalized, traffic will help a lot

No response necessary



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

Dennis Galucki,
GBNRTC Bike Committee

Public
Hearing

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Status quo doesn’t work.  No action
alternative the best for bikes.

Under the no-action alternative bikes would not be
allowed on Main Street.

Richard Coby,
Comm. For Better Buffalo

Public
Hearing

None indicated Do not lose parking existing parking spaces
in 700 block

Will maintain on-street parking

Mike Niman
Buffalo State College
instructor

Public
hearing

Enhance Ped Mall
or No Action

Ithaca has a successful ped mall College town with many students near ped mall

Jack Maloney
downtown worker

Public
hearing

Enhance Ped Mall
or No Action

Need to have more housing downtown Agree, but we believe that will not be sufficient to
revitalize Main Street

?
Downtown resident

Public
hearing

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Traffic flow is terrible downtown – put cars
back on Main Street

No response necessary

?
GBNRTC bike committee

Public
Hearing

None indicated Dangerous to put bicycles on trackbed It is done in other cities successfully

Alex Schmidt Public
Hearing

Outside Trackbed
or Shared Trackbed

Need more people downtown – cars will help No response necessary

Robert Peterson
Buffalo resident

Public
Hearing

None indicated How will we measure success of project Success will be measured in terms of new jobs,
decreased vacancy rates, assessed values, ped volumes
on Main Street, etc.

William Andrietti website Enhance Ped Mall
or No Action

Likes not having traffic on Main Street No response necessary

Katja Kliemann website Enhance Ped Mall
or No Action

Keep the mall as is No response necessary

Rob Handel website Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Phil Mogavaro website Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Robert Mink websitet Shared Trackbed No response necessary



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

Mmmgood802 website Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Rodolfo L. Villacorta, MD comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Doug Bean
Eric Maver & Assoc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Chris Pinto
Behringer Diamonds, Inc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Clean up Main St. and Washington St. No response necessary

Diane Jones
EB Green’s Steakhouse

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Stephen P. Fitzmanrice
Marine Buffalo Associates

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Want to insure safety if vehicular traffic is
allowed under HSBC Building

No response necessary

David C. Schopp
Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Mary Clare Keenan
Keenan Law Firm

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Thomas Zenger
Downtown Graphics

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Kasemave Babel
EB Green’s Steakhouse

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Michelle M. Malone
Condo Owner

e-mail Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Harold Kopp
EMI Building

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Need to return traffic and parking to Main
Street to attract retail

No response necessary

Wolfgang Wildder
Hyatt Regency Buffalo

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Support vehicular traffic on Main Street No response necessary



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

Ken Neufeld
Studio Arena

email Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Keirsten Snell
Buffalo Niagara Partnership

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Chuck Kushner
Tent City

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Carl Paladino
Ellicott Dev. Co.

fax Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Paul Werthman, P.E.
Benchmark Engineering

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Mark Rodgers, Attorney
Rodgers & Coppola

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Without vehicle traffic, downtown has
deteriorated.

No response necessary

Maureen L. Norris
City Fashion/Kirat Inc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Peter C. Ronca
RACO

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed No response necessary

Robert L. Miller
Miller Gesko & Co. 

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Paul Marzello
D.F. Williamson Co. Inc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Joseph M. Ramanella
Dogwoods & More

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Richard Vallone
Hippodrome Billiard
Academy

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed



Comments From: Source Recommended
Alternative

Main Points ERM Response

Naseem Malik
Royal Photo Lab, Inc. and
Sizes for All, Inc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Joan M. Millek
Definitely Buffan

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed Also need enhanced Pedestrian Mall

Michelle M. Malone
Resident

email Shared Trackbed

Donald A. Acessi
Atty. at Law

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Len Amato
Zesto’s Food Court

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Irving Korn
Seneca Industrial Center

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Melvyn Horwitz
Horwitz & DiMatteo

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Keith Birzon
Sid Birzon, Inc.

comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

Laura Perry comment
sheet

Shared Trackbed

* Copies of these comments in their entirety are available at the offices of the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority.




























































































































































































































































































